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2 What is a Bursary? -

Loretto aims to support those pupils who might otherwise be
unable to gain a Loretto education, due to family financial
circumstances, and our Means-tested Bursary Scheme is the -
primary method for financial assistance with fees.

The Scheme is intended to help a pupil enter the Senior School and
the majority will continue for the duration of their time at Loretto,
subject to annual review.

Bursaries are awarded independently of a Scholarship or Exhibition
which is awarded based on excellence in a particular area.

Hardship Bursaries are sometimes available to existing pupils,
where a family’s financial situation changes unexpectedly during
their time at the School, with the aim that a pupil’s education is not
unduly disrupted at an especially difficult time. Parents are urged
to contact the Bursaries Team as soon as possible to discuss such
instances.

To find out more, please contact our Bursaries Team:
bursaries@Iloretto.com.
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Eligibility, Levels and
Who Makes the Decision

A bursary application is available to any pupil entering Year Seven in
Junior School, or Senior School (Second Form and above). Awards
range from 20% to 100% of fees and, for those on full bursaries, can be
topped up by 5% as a contribution towards ‘extras’ such as uniform,
trips or other smaller expenses. Bursaries are restricted to 50% for
non-UK residents.

They are awarded from a finite Bursary fund so we are limited in the
number and size that can be awarded in any given year. We receive a
great deal more applications than we can fund each year so we use a
means-tested process where the assessment and recommendation
is carried out by an external professional organisation to ensure
fairness and transparency.

The Bursary Panel comprises two Governors, the Head, the Bursar, the
Head of Finance and the Head of Admissions and uses information
from the external organisation and from the Loretto admissions
process.

Awards are targeted at the applications which offer the greatest
potential for both the pupil and the School. In considering which
cases are to be given financial assistance and to what degree, the
Bursary Panel will take a number of factors into account. Each case
will be assessed on its own merit. Whilst it is recognised that
families will make different sacrifices to pay school fees, the School
has a duty to ensure that all bursary awards are well directed.
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The Application and Award Proces

Stage 1 - New pupils must be registered with the Admissions Team (admissions@loretto.com)

Stage 2 - Parents/guardians seeking a bursary should contact the Bursaries Team to request a
link to the Bursary Management System by emailing bursaries@loretto.com.

Stage 3 - Parents/guardians complete the online form and upload all the required supporting
documentation. Applications must be completed and submitted by 1 November in the year
prior to the academic year in which it is required.

Stage 4 - The external organisation will contact the applicants to arrange a Zoom call or home
visit. Full documentary information is then used to provide the school Bursary Team with a
report and assessment of the required level of financial assistance. The Bursary Team assess
all reports and may follow up directly with the applicants.

Stage 5 - The Bursary Team prepares a summary pack for the Bursary Panel who meet in
January or February to assess and decide on which awards will be successful and how much is
to be awarded.

Stage 6 - Parents/guardians are advised of the outcome from the Bursary Panel, usually by the
end of February. Not every applicant will be successful in their application due to the finite
amount of funding available and the result of their application assessment.

Stage 7 - If the parents/guardians wish to take up the offer of a successful bursary award, they
will be asked to sign a formal acceptance of the offer which also serves to acknowledge the
terms and conditions which relate to the offer.

Parents/guardians of award holders are expected to support and encourage the pupil to meet
the conditions of the award and to uphold the good name of the School.
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Hardship Bursaries

Within the budget constraints under which the School operates, Loretto will consider cases of unforeseen
circumstances which merit financial assistance for current pupils out of the normal calendar cycle for
bursaries.

Where a family’s financial situation changes unexpectedly during their time at the School, and the result is
likely to mean disruption of a pupil’s education, parents are urged to contact the Bursaries Team as soon as
possible to discuss options.

Note - applications for this type of bursary support should only be made in exceptional circumstances and if
the events leading to the application can be shown to demonstrably and clearly have been unforeseen at the
time when the pupil joined Loretto. Such awards are not guaranteed and are subject to the availability of
funding.

Trip Enhancement Fund

The Loretto Trip Enhancement Fund has been established to provide financial support to help families meet
the cost of School trips and expeditions. The Fund is supported by a restricted donation, which can only be
used for financial assistance for pupils who would otherwise not be in a position to afford to go on a trip. The
Fund aims to ensure that every pupil has the opportunity to take part in enriching experiences beyond the
classroom.

If you believe your child would benefit from assistance through the Loretto Trip Enhancement Fund, please
submit an application via the form linked below during the term prior to the planned trip.

Further information is available here. If you would like to apply for the fund, please fill in this form.
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Annual Reviews and Criteria For
Continuation

All bursary awards are subject to an annual review, which may involve full re-testing of parental means.
Bursaries may go up, down, remain as-is or be removed entirely depending on the circumstances. If a
family’s financial circumstances alter very little, then it would be expected that the bursary would continue.

Continuation of a bursary is conditional upon:
» Full disclosure of information requested within the required timescale;
» The given information being accurate;
¢ A Zoom call or home visit from the School or its agents if the school deem this appropriate.

The Head and Bursar have the discretion to recommend the reduction or full withdrawal of a bursary award
where:

* There has been a significant or sustained breach of the terms and conditions of the award, e.g. late
payment of the contribution from the parents to the fees or additional extras, or inaccurate or
misleading information being submitted;

» Where a pupil’s performance, attitude or behaviour has been unsatisfactory.

In these cases, parents may be required to pay all or part of the award, if the pupil has been engaged in
serious misconduct or has been expelled or removed for reasons of misconduct.

Confidentiality of Awards

As per the terms and conditions, all bursary awards should remain confidential between Loretto and the
recipient of an award. Many of the bursary pupils who attend Loretto remain unaware throughout their entire
school journey that their parents/ guardians have received financial assistance.

Within the School, only the Bursary Panel and the Bursaries Team are aware of who has received an award
and at what level. The Bursaries Team require to be involved in order to correctly raise the bills.

MEANS-TESTED BURSARIES 2026-27 6



Frequently Asked
Questions

How do parent/guardians apply for financial assistance?
Parents/guardians should contact the Bursaries Team
(bursaries@loretto.com). New pupils must be registered with the School
before they can apply.

Can international families apply for a bursary?
We welcome applications from non-UK residents. However, the maximum
that can be awarded is 50%.

What is the financial value of the bursary?

Awards range from 20% to 100% of Day or Boarding fees and, for those on
full bursaries, can be topped up by 5% as a contribution towards ‘extras’
such as uniform, trips or other smaller expenses.

If 1 am unsuccessful in gaining a bursary, can | still apply for a
scholarship, or vice versa?
Yes, the two schemes operate independently from each other.

If | am unsuccessful in gaining a bursary, can | apply in a future year?
Yes, each case is taken on its own merits and we know that family financial
circumstances can change.

Can you give an indication of when | will know if | am successful?
The results are emailed to you, normally by the end of February after the
Bursary Panel has sat.

Do previous awards continue through into following years?

Bursary awards are reviewed annually. If a family’s financial circumstances
alter very little, then it would be expected that the bursary would continue.
See section Annual Reviews and Criteria for Continuation for more detail.

| already have a child at Loretto School but my financial circumstances
mean | can no longer afford the fees. Can | apply?

You may be able to apply for a Hardship Bursary, and you are encouraged to
contact the Bursaries Team (bursaries@loretto.com) as soon as possible to
discuss options.

MEANS-TESTED BURSARIES 2026-27 7


mailto:bursaries@loretto.com

sAMNACTy, o
PR

Loretto School Limited | Registered Number: SCO59500 | Registered Charity Number: SC013978

Registered Office: Loretto School Limited, 1 -7 Linkfield Road, Musselburgh, East Lothian, Scotland, EH21 7RE
Loretto is registered under the Data Protection Act 2018 for holding personal data

e: admissions@loretto.com | t: +44 (0)131 653 4455 | w: www.loretto.com



	Means-Tested Bursaries
	Pupil and parent guide for 2026-27 entry

	Contents
	What is a Bursary?
	Eligibility, Levels and  Who Makes the Decision
	The Application and Award Process
	Hardship Bursaries
	Trip Enhancement Fund
	Annual Reviews and Criteria For Continuation
	Frequently Asked Questions

	What is a Bursary?
	Loretto aims to support those pupils who might otherwise be unable to gain a Loretto education, due to family financial circumstances, and our Means-tested Bursary Scheme is the primary method for financial assistance with fees.
	The Scheme is intended to help a pupil enter the Senior School and the majority will continue for the duration of their time at Loretto, subject to annual review.
	Bursaries are awarded independently of a Scholarship or Exhibition which is awarded based on excellence in a particular area.
	Hardship Bursaries are sometimes available to existing pupils, where a family’s financial situation changes unexpectedly during their time at the School, with the aim that a pupil’s education is not unduly disrupted at an especially difficult time. Parents are urged to contact the Bursaries Team as soon as possible to discuss such instances.
	To find out more, please contact our Bursaries Team:  bursaries@loretto.com.

	Eligibility, Levels and Who Makes the Decision
	A bursary application is available to any pupil entering Year Seven in Junior School, or Senior School (Second Form and above). Awards range from 20% to 100% of fees and, for those on full bursaries, can be topped up by 5% as a contribution towards ‘extras’ such as uniform, trips or other smaller expenses. Bursaries are restricted to 50% for non-UK residents.
	They are awarded from a finite Bursary fund so we are limited in the number and size that can be awarded in any given year. We receive a great deal more applications than we can fund each year so we use a means-tested process where the assessment and recommendation is carried out by an external professional organisation to ensure fairness and transparency.
	The Bursary Panel comprises two Governors, the Head, the Bursar, the Head of Finance and the Head of Admissions and uses information from the external organisation and from the Loretto admissions process.
	Awards are targeted at the applications which offer the greatest potential for both the pupil and the School. In considering which cases are to be given financial assistance and to what degree, the Bursary Panel will take a number of factors into account. Each case will be assessed on its own merit. Whilst it is recognised that families will make different sacrifices to pay school fees, the School has a duty to ensure that all bursary awards are well directed.

	The Application and Award Process
	Stage 1 – New pupils must be registered with the Admissions Team (admissions@loretto.com)
	Stage 2 – Parents/guardians seeking a bursary should contact the Bursaries Team to request a link to the Bursary Management System by emailing bursaries@loretto.com.
	Stage 3 – Parents/guardians complete the online form and upload all the required supporting documentation. Applications must be completed and submitted by 1 November in the year prior to the academic year in which it is required.
	Stage 4 – The external organisation will contact the applicants to arrange a Zoom call or home visit. Full documentary information is then used to provide the school Bursary Team with a report and assessment of the required level of financial assistance. The Bursary Team assess all reports and may follow up directly with the applicants.
	Stage 5 – The Bursary Team prepares a summary pack for the Bursary Panel who meet in January or February to assess and decide on which awards will be successful and how much is to be awarded.
	Stage 6 – Parents/guardians are advised of the outcome from the Bursary Panel, usually by the end of February. Not every applicant will be successful in their application due to the finite amount of funding available and the result of their application assessment.
	Stage 7 – If the parents/guardians wish to take up the offer of a successful bursary award, they will be asked to sign a formal acceptance of the offer which also serves to acknowledge the terms and conditions which relate to the offer.
	Parents/guardians of award holders are expected to support and encourage the pupil to meet the conditions of the award and to uphold the good name of the School.

	Hardship Bursaries
	Within the budget constraints under which the School operates, Loretto will consider cases of unforeseen circumstances which merit financial assistance for current pupils out of the normal calendar cycle for bursaries.
	Where a family’s financial situation changes unexpectedly during their time at the School, and the result is likely to mean disruption of a pupil’s education, parents are urged to contact the Bursaries Team as soon as possible to discuss options.
	Note – applications for this type of bursary support should only be made in exceptional circumstances and if the events leading to the application can be shown to demonstrably and clearly have been unforeseen at the time when the pupil joined Loretto. Such awards are not guaranteed and are subject to the availability of funding.

	Trip Enhancement Fund
	The Loretto Trip Enhancement Fund has been established to provide financial support to help families meet the cost of School trips and expeditions. The Fund is supported by a restricted donation, which can only be used for financial assistance for pupils who would otherwise not be in a position to afford to go on a trip. The Fund aims to ensure that every pupil has the opportunity to take part in enriching experiences beyond the classroom.
	If you believe your child would benefit from assistance through the Loretto Trip Enhancement Fund, please submit an application via the form linked below during the term prior to the planned trip.
	Further information is available here. If you would like to apply for the fund, please fill in this form.

	Annual Reviews and Criteria For Continuation
	All bursary awards are subject to an annual review, which may involve full re-testing of parental means. Bursaries may go up, down, remain as-is or be removed entirely depending on the circumstances. If a family’s financial circumstances alter very little, then it would be expected that the bursary would continue.
	Continuation of a bursary is conditional upon:
	Full disclosure of information requested within the required timescale;
	The given information being accurate;
	A Zoom call or home visit from the School or its agents if the school deem this appropriate.
	The Head and Bursar have the discretion to recommend the reduction or full withdrawal of a bursary award where:
	There has been a significant or sustained breach of the terms and conditions of the award, e.g. late payment of the contribution from the parents to the fees or additional extras, or inaccurate or misleading information being submitted;
	Where a pupil’s performance, attitude or behaviour has been unsatisfactory.
	In these cases, parents may be required to pay all or part of the award, if the pupil has been engaged in serious misconduct or has been expelled or removed for reasons of misconduct.

	Confidentiality of Awards
	As per the terms and conditions, all bursary awards should remain confidential between Loretto and the recipient of an award. Many of the bursary pupils who attend Loretto remain unaware throughout their entire school journey that their parents/ guardians have received financial assistance.
	Within the School, only the Bursary Panel and the Bursaries Team are aware of who has received an award and at what level. The Bursaries Team require to be involved in order to correctly raise the bills.

	Frequently Asked Questions
	How do parent/guardians apply for financial assistance?  Parents/guardians should contact the Bursaries Team (bursaries@loretto.com). New pupils must be registered with the School before they can apply.
	Can international families apply for a bursary?  We welcome applications from non-UK residents. However, the maximum that can be awarded is 50%.
	What is the financial value of the bursary?  Awards range from 20% to 100% of Day or Boarding fees and, for those on full bursaries, can be topped up by 5% as a contribution towards ‘extras’ such as uniform, trips or other smaller expenses.
	If I am unsuccessful in gaining a bursary, can I still apply for a scholarship, or vice versa? Yes, the two schemes operate independently from each other.
	If I am unsuccessful in gaining a bursary, can I apply in a future year? Yes, each case is taken on its own merits and we know that family financial circumstances can change.
	Can you give an indication of when I will know if I am successful?  The results are emailed to you, normally by the end of February after the Bursary Panel has sat.
	Do previous awards continue through into following years?  Bursary awards are reviewed annually. If a family’s financial circumstances alter very little, then it would be expected that the bursary would continue. See section Annual Reviews and Criteria for Continuation for more detail.
	I already have a child at Loretto School but my financial circumstances mean I can no longer afford the fees. Can I apply? You may be able to apply for a Hardship Bursary, and you are encouraged to contact the Bursaries Team (bursaries@loretto.com) as soon as possible to discuss options.

	Loretto School Limited | Registered Number: SC059500 | Registered Charity Number: SC013978 Registered Office: Loretto School Limited, 1 – 7 Linkfield Road, Musselburgh, East Lothian, Scotland, EH21 7RE Loretto is registered under the Data Protection Act 2018 for holding personal data e: admissions@loretto.com | t:  +44 (0)131 653 4455 | w: www.loretto.com

